[Transient block of the brachial plexus after catheterization of the subclavian vein].
Two cases are reported of brachial plexus anaesthesia and palsy after catheterization of the subclavian vein. This very rare complication occurred after several unsuccessful attempts to catheterize one or both subclavian veins. This was due to inexperience, with insufficient knowledge of clinical anatomy, infiltration with unnecessarily high doses of local anaesthetic, and accidental puncture of the brachial plexus by an infraclavicular approach. One of the patients also had iatrogenic pneumothorax.